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Our Forebears 1600 - 1937 12'niax NniAx




The Early Years 1937 - 1955 ninTpinn Dawn

In the Name of the Father - axn nva

The birth certificate says Eric Anderson, in honor of the 72 PR 7Y 17207 ,)1I00TIR 7K M) TN NTIvNA
respected Eric Gill. Mom Ruth later added John because X'N D I'A X NI INIKA N9'0IN NN KAK TN
she thought the child deserved his father's name as well. YIT' D' WTNA AN IR DYY DA IR T7NY Dawn
The new son was known as Ricky with family and friends, N2 7N (21,0200 ANSWAA 7¥X 71 DA

and John Eric at school. ~90n

Difficult birth - nwp a4

| was a breech birth, so | emerged with a conical head and 7y n'an'ol '0NN WYX DY MRX' TX ,TPRY DT 'MNT70
marks on my face showing that the doctor had used ATYY T2 DUNPNA WNNWA XONNY ITYNY D190

forceps to help my head not get tangled in the umbilical AN UKD NIY .10 Y202 Janont X7 M wxY
cord. The shape of the head could have been a problem in NINK YA . TAYA Yab NN NWA NinY Ao

choosing a hat in the future, but a Iglr!d nurse and a loving TV 7970 MYIRYAA DX 10 PAAIR ORI AR
mother massaged the soft skull until it approached normal 09191 DUWAR DANAY AANPNN
human proportions. ' 1 DTIRR DT NNy

Fingerprints - yaxx niyao

I don't have normal fingerprints on my right hand. | was sitting  *7w n15702 'naw' .'m T2 NI72a0 Yayx Nivao 7 'K
in my carriage by the stove, and smacked the palm of my hand NRXIND .NONI? NANA 2V T 921 'Noant NN 17

on a hot pan. As a result, there are several scars instead of ,[PN XY DY .NIY'20 DIPNA NIRYX NN W' DN

prints. Years later, as | toured the FBI headquarters in T 2V On00n Pio L jivarwin FBI-n nuna marowd

Washington, an agent looked at my hand and told him | TR 97 D LYWID NI Y7 KT KW 7 N Y

shouldn't be a criminal. I'd be too easy to identify. JNIN NINTY?
Jarurick

Pop liked to refer to the family group as Jarurick, an DY 1YY N'NNAYNN NXIAPN DR MIIY 2NR RaR

acronym for Jack, Ruth and Ricky. .Ricky 1 Ruth 1 Jack Y» nya'n »wr3 ,Jarurick

Walking Playpen - n>*7a 1%

In those days, there was no danger leaving children outside. .YIN2 D77 W'RWN7 N1D0 NN K7 ,0'N' DNIKA
While Mom Anne was helping out at the store, Patty was often n'ny? nnvn Patty ,niana n1ty Anne Xnx Tiva
outside in front of the store in her playpen. One day someone 0121 TNX DI' .N7W 7172 NN 119 YInd NNy
came into the store to ask who the baby was, walking down the 21NN 710N 71NN A M 7IRYY NN inwm
street. It turned out that Patty somehow managed to open the N'MNN DX NIMS7 nn'7xn 1w Patty w 1nann
bottom of the playpen, and still inside she was walking along the .N21TN2 N7 Nd7nNN 0192 " TVI 7170

sidewalk.



Island Exploration - 'xn nx n7an

Absecon Island is a barrier island located off the eastern shore of 7Y 'NITAN N9INZ DZIMNN DIONA 'K KIN [Ij7'02N

New Jersey, USA. On the island are Atlantic City, Ventnor, 0'N¥N1 'RN 7Y NN NIXINAY TR 1 NN
Margate and Longport. To the east is the Atlantic Ocean, and to NITAN 01192171 VAN IV ,'0'0 7'0170R
the west is the bay that separates the island from the mainland. | Y1910 X¥N1 27ynnlL'0170KN 01'7INN X¥N]
lived in Ventnor, in a cottage behind Grandmother Gertrude’s |07 N2 710112 N2 Y7 'R 2 TI900N
house, when my parents returned to New Jersey from Mount 117 NTN "MINWD , TNV XN20 7¥ NN NINKN
Vernon, New York (where | was born). The width of Absecon ¢ 2NN .('"MT21 ) 710 1,01 VAIRAN T
island around Ventnor is only a few hundred meters. .0"0N NIXA NND 21 KIN 10120 [I7'02N 'R
One of my earliest recollections (age four) was taking a walk 7107 N (V2R ) 7w omTzmn NRN2TR TN
around the neighborhood, all by myself. Two events stand out in .1NDT2 007 D'WIN'R Y . TA7 A% ,mipva
my memory.

o

As | strolled along, | discovered a sit down scooter, a toy for VIXVX ,I'7V DAYI'Y 017 'R DY, M7NNnwd
toddlers. | guess that was my very first walker, except that it 79 IURIND (D700 D NTY NN AR CDI0IYeY
wasn’t mine. Instead of riding it, and pushing along with my feet, TR qINTYL 1MV 207 Dipna 1w i KT NTY
| took hold of the steering handle and dragged it along behind NNIX 'MNNAL NN DT NTAX L0200 DY
me. .MINKN
At one point | stopped and looked up at what seemed a very 2720 XY DY NNA 'M0ANT NNXY Don 17va
high chain link fence. Considering my size at the time, it was NNINA 7Y 77122 AWNNNA LTIND NN DWW
probably not so high. .02 2 7 Nt K7 AR AT L,N9IEN
Then my uncle Granville showed up in his car, and took me NN MR NP1 NN 71273 7TIT Y'9IN TN
home to a hysterical mother who had feared her little boy had 791 N7 [N TTNY NYWNY NN00TN RNKYT
fallen into the bay. .yon?

Sunday-school - [luxY DI' 7w 190 N"a

One of the reasons why the young Baranoff family left N2ty n'wyn Baranoff nnoswnw 157 niaon nnx
Haddonfield and looked for another place with more Jews, was ,0'TIN' MNI' DY WNKR DI nwo'nil Haddonfield nx
that one Sunday morning Patty again disappeared. Her .NN7x1 Dy Ty Patty 27iaa TRR IwXY 0F D AN
parents later discovered that she had accompanied friends DN ANIY X' 7R IMIRAY DI 172 N INIRN
from the neighborhood to their Sunday school that morning. NN NXRT .0n7w Sunday School 7 mpwinn
It's a class that takes place on Sundays to teach kids about DN NTN W 0T TP IUR) M nntpnny
their religion. In this case, Christianity! So, before Patty started [22 "7'nnn Pattyw 197 ,7x8 Innxnn ,nT Mpgna

kindergarten, they moved to Camden. /™7 Ny on ,0" 7Y



Wind-up Motorcycle - 'x'9;7 V119IX

| was born in Mt Vernon, New York, and | grew up in ,'97T7'91 M7TAL 1" 17 ,[11N1I-02IN 'NTIN
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Between these two events, | MWD M7 ,N7RN D'WN'RD Y 1 .01017'019
spent a year or so in a small cottage behind Grandmother 11 102 TNVIA XN20 7W NN NINKA [VR'A0IA
Gertrude’s house in Ventnor New Jersey. e
Her house had two floors. At the front of the first floor (2™ nNIPN DTN .NINIR MY I'N TNVIA XN10 ¥ N1Y
US) was a closed balcony. There was only one piece of TNX LMD 71 DY D' .NNI0 NO9IN NN NIYRIN
furniture, a wooden school desk, almost exactly as in the Nd PI'TA VYND ,YY 190 N [N7IY ,0'0'NN 7w
picture. In the drawer was a tin motorcycle with a spring QY Y'9{7 VI DY N9 YIOIN NN NNANd .Nmnav
engine and sidecar, which | played with endlessly. There was  wnn wx ninn AN .q10 72 MpPN'Y NNX WX ,N'0
a fire station just across the street, and often | would visit the .0'X2ON X AN ‘MU NINg 0y ,ain? 1avn
firefighters. And, yes, they really did have a Dalmatian dog. Lon7T 2% N nnka onY LI

Crossing Guard - nxIn MY

Young Pat always had trouble moving in the morning. First, NNX ,'UKRD 122 TIT? nwpnn T'an nwen Pat
Mom insisted she should have breakfast, and then there NDMNX ND'70 NN TR I NNNKR 721N K'Y nwpynn
was a long walk to primary school. She often had to run all YN'7 NdMY NN R NN DNy7 TI0 1900 NY
the way to school. Luckily there was a guard beyond the D'T'A7N7 N2YNn MIY 2N N7T7 1900 N7 0T D
students who would stop traffic when he saw she was MIYN NIDTA .NXA X'NY IRIYD NYINN DX 7'091 NNy
coming. Thanks to this nice guard, Pat hasn't been late to .0Myo T NI 1900 N7 NNk X7 Pat ,nth Tanan
school too many times. He even promised her a watch as a N'D 72N ,"T7mn an" nannd jIyw 07 n'uan 17'9X KIn
Christmas present, but she's still waiting! Hatch Junior High Hatch Junior High School om1an naron 'nonn 1y
School was closer, so it was easier to get there on time, TVI, T Y1ART NI 77 Y D N nang ANt
and by the time she was at Camden High School, she was  n¥p nit'7 nn'7¥n x'n ,Camden High jp'na nn'n x'nw
able to move a little faster. 2NN ne

Her Father's a Doctor - x9N 7w Xax

Once, in high school, Savta passed out. Of course, everyone ,|2IND .N97uNn XN21O ,[ID'NN 190N N ,DYD
gathered around because they didn't know exactly what IXN D7 NN P2 IVT X7 0N D 20N 1I90XNN 071D
happened or why she passed out. A teacher approached and NIX MY NAIPZNN NN .N972VNN RN nY
shooed away the spectators, declaring, "Don't worry, Miss DTX O™ 7W NN ,IARTN 7R’ ,NT0N1,0'91xN
Adam's (the teacher across the hall) father is a doctor and she NN YN X'NERON KRIN (NTon? 1ayn ninn)
will know what to do!" With such help, itis a good thing the NN K7 NIDWNNNY 110 ,1TD NNTY DY'InIvyY
fainting was not serious. By the way, the same woman used to NN20 7¥ N1ARYI NTNY NY'R NNIR 2K NN
teach when Savta’s father went to the same high school. He N'D D ,D2 NNIX DT KIN L[ID'N 190 N1 INIXA TRY
remembered her as well, because she dyed her hair red, and TI'WI DITI 0N NN VAN, DITR] NIY'Y DX NYIX

the color would run when it rained. .0v2



He has a gun - pwa 17 v

When | was a kid, the movies were black and white ... no
color. Stories about cowboys and Indians were popular, as
were stories about G-men and gangsters. The G-men were
national police. All the gangsters had tommy-guns, a kind of
machine gun, and they often hid them in violin cases.

| was in Chicago with my grandmother one summer. It was
during the second world war. There was not much meat in the
US. My grandmother thought we could get some in Toronto,
over the border in Canada, but they wouldn't sell to
Americans. Perhaps they had their own rationing. | just
remember the butcher being disagreeable. There was a big
grey wooden recruiting station in the middle of town, shaped
like a battleship.

We went to the bus station to go back to Chicago, when | saw
a man with a violin case. | remembered the gangster movies,
so | yelled out “That man has a gun in his case!”

Immediately a border policeman came and made the man
open the case. Of course there was a violin inside. Then the
policeman came directly to my grandmother and made her
open her case. He suspected she had used me to throw
suspicion on someone else while she did something against
the law.

JJax '3 L. a7 inwa o oronon T Mrnwd
DA 7)21,0'71919 I'N DIN'TI'NI DRI 7Y DNID'O
I'91101 D'YWISI D'NNVYN DDI0 7V DNID'O
2%7.01mINTY nvwnn Y 99 1T 1 nadIoN
D'MY71 0" NN YW 10,0771 I'N D'YYIDN
212D 7'MN12 DNIR NMoN 0N NNy

N9IZN N'N DT .XN20 DY RP'WA M TNX Y72
2A"NINA WA NN AR .NMUn 07150 nnnn
71227 7ayn ,101N1V2 DX NPT 721YW NAYN XN20
NN IR .DIRPINRYT 1DN7 MDoN X7 0N 7aK ,nMa
.TANI N K7 2XPNY DIT 0 0 .0NPWn aixe on?
N7IT2 0I'A NINN NN'N WA Y¥NKRA 197N 17'9X D'
.0'N 7'N 7 19X YA Yyn 700,27 N1'90 N

722 MWD L'WY NITNYT T 01A10IRN NINNYT 11070
MpYXI ,0'YYION '0101 T'A MIDTI .Y P'NN) DY
‘I pnn pwl v atn wRy”

.'NN DX NINBY7 DTRNN WATIA"AN T0IYW X2 NITAT
NN'Y I0IYN XA TR 72X .09 12 71 [Amd i
TUN XIN .N7¢ "N DX NINSY7 ninn wATI KN10Y

N'NY NT2 IR INY'N T'YNN7 "1 2 NWNNWUN K'Y

.IN7 T2 Inwn nnwy

Kindergarten - n*1'7" |a

During the war, Mom worked at a defense plant, and | attended a
kindergarten located in in the basement of West Philly High School.
It was like an early experiment as a day care center, because so

many mothers were working, while their husbands were in the
army.

| had a small rug which I'd put on a low table for nap time. | recall
that | once made a really grotesque painting, a multicolored stick
figure, with three fingers on one hand and four on the other. Mom

VN1 NTAY NNIX NIWN D7IVD Nnnn Nt
7¥ QNINa XMW D'T?' 22 'MTNY N1 ,IIN0A
,01' [Iynd DTRIN 101 1D NN AN .NIDWA |ID'N

I'N [N'72X2Y NPT LITAY NINN'YR NN P DD

aVal

nYY7 M |n71IY 7 'MNinv (U N'OY 7 NN
,700INA WNN 'Y 'MAYY DYSY DIT AN .NNIN
NNX T2 NIYAXXR WI7Y DY ,NIIYIAX 770 ninT



saved it for many years to show Pop when he returned home after
the war.

At the beginning of the day, we watched the high school kids line
up in the school yard to pledge allegiance to the flag before going
to their classrooms. The girls stood at attention in their schoolyard
on one side of the flagpole, and the boys stood on the other side.

Sometimes | spent the day at Mom’s Defense Plant, in the
maintenance shop, with the factory technician. | played with
whatever came to hand. The technician happily entertained me by
showing company educational films. One about efficient use of
resources made a special impression.

NIAN DIYY7 INIX DONY XAX .NMYUD T2 YAINI
.NNN'MN MNK NN TNYD XaX? NIKINYT '
[I2'MN TN 12'9X a0 FT7' 1INIX DI'N N7'NNa
D"INX YAWINY7 TD 1900 N'A XN DIT Dy
YN ITAY NN .NINDY 071N Dnw 197 a1
T2 ITAY DANE, NN 7W TR T¥2 1900 N1
1wn

2T ,XNX YW 755N DI'n X M 0ysy
NN 22 DY Mpn'y .7yonin 'K1D0 DY ,NRIThNN
T2V NNNWA 'MIX NN 'R1DON T Xav

2V TNX .N12NN 7w DI'N D'V NN
TNIM DYN NYY DRAXYN 7' win'g

Honoring symbols - n*'7no% 111>

In the US it is customary to show special respect for the
national flag, like a religious Jew for the tallit. The customs
may have changed, but this is what | remember from when |
was a Boy Scout in elementary school.

The flag must never touch the ground. It must never be lower
than any other flag. It should not be out in inclement weather.
It should not be worn as an article of clothing. In a gathering, it
must always be on the left side of the stage. At the beginning
of a school day, the pupils stand with hand on heart and
repeat the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

| pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of
America and to the Republic for which it stands, one
nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
for all.

The words “under God” were added after | was in school.

TINY D ,MINTD 72T7 TN T2 2907 A1m 2"nNa
DIT ARY NN AT 7AX ,1INun IR DRANINN L0707 MT

STION 190N N2 O'9IX] 'MM"NWD TRN

AN NI DY RINW IONR VNP2 VAT I Tnw JIoX
.MM20 VIR ATNA YIN2 'Y 10K INK 72T '70n
NI'fNY 2N XN ,NI01DNNA .WIAT7 VM9 YIN'WN ION

D'TIN'Y? DI' N7'NNA .NNAN 7w YRNY T¥a TN

nyiv" 2y pnnian v T oy omann ormiy

S'Dnman

v nMan NIXOX 7277 DMK Yyava ax

NNIX ,TAIY KD MY Np*7219171 Nz IR
oy ,NjI7N7 NIN M72,00178 NINN NNR

.07D7 I NN

N M"Y NNX 1901 "DnIPR NN D'7rn

.190n

Revealing Dreams - n'swin nini'7n

Savta Pat was five when her family moved to Camden. They lived
upstairs in a big house that had been converted to apartments.
One afternoon, they were gathered out front, chatting with some
neighbors. Patty went up to their apartment for her nap. She
wasn’t happy with that, because she didn't want to miss anything.
She came back down after a short while and announced that she
had finished sleeping. When Mom Anne and Dad Sam said she
hadn't really slept, Patty told them about a dream she had. She
told them, oddly enough, exactly what was said below in the adult
conversation.

N2V NNNSWNW) Wnn N2 NN U9 NN20
20INY 7172 N2 NIV NNIRA NA DN . TREY
T'TNA IDOXNN DN TAX DAY INX NN'T?
NYYY7 DNT7 NNYY '09 .01DW NNd DY INNIYI

NNXY X7 XN D L,N™T NXNN ANTA X7 XD .aNn

AX{? AT INX NVNAY DTN XN 72T DIY 09097
MNAX DO NANI [K XANWD [IY'"7 Nn"oW ny'TINI
DI7n 7V DN N19'0 'VD ,NIYW' NNXA K7 K'NY

NN PI'T2 X790 N2NY7 ,0N7 D190 KN .07 NY

.0M1ANN NN'WA NLNT7 MMXIY NN

Skating to school - 0"na%7 nro"jro 7y

When | was in elementary school | wore knickers
(knickerbockers) and long socks and | went to school on roller
skates. That’s not me in the picture, but that’s the way |

D"l oI Mw1Y7 ,'TI0'N 190N N1 'MW

X N7 0T .NM7ata Y 190N N7 Mol 0DNR

D'7272 7Y ' NIMA7a% NN DD 7ax ,mimna


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knickerbockers_(clothing)
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%A7%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%95%D7%A7%D7%A8%D7%A1
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%A7%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%95%D7%A7%D7%A8%D7%A1

looked. The skates had two wheels in the front and two in the
back, like a car, but no motor. They were fastened to your
shoes, with a strap in the back and clips in the front. Every
child had a skate key on a cord around his neck. The skate
key was to adjust the clips and sometimes to replace a wheel.
At school we hung up our skates next to our coats in the cloak
room.

DN .y X977 72X ,N1201n > ,JINKA DMyl 097N
D'09'7{71 MINKN NYIXY DY 0"'72V17 DTN 1N

210 VIN 7Y 0'0M{70 NNO9N N T 7% .0MdN
097770 NIX [I1D'7 *T2 N'N D'0"PON NNON .INNIIN
NN R Y7N 1900 N1 7272 972nnY? 0o
.NNN'7n0 TN 0'7'vnn T

Urban Sledding - niman'y ni'’ntn

| did a lot of sledding during the snowy Philly winters. My
friends and | would find a snowy street on a hill, and slide
down it on our sleds. Of course this was pretty dangerous,
because cars also wanted to use the cross streets. We were
encouraged to make use of the hilly terrain of a nearby park.

| stood at the top, next to the street, and looked down this
beautiful snow covered slope, at the far bottom of which was
the frozen creek. | hopped onto my Radio Flyer sled and flew
down the hill. You could ride a sled sitting, steering with your
feet, or on your stomach if it was a long sled, holding onto the
steering bar with your hands.

| was on my stomach. It was great, until I'd almost got to the
bottom, and then suddenly | really was flying. There was a low
terrace just short of the creek, which just blended into the
white hill when viewed from up top. | flew off the ledge with
great speed. The short flight was great, but the landing, not so
great.
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War Recycling - nnn'tn" 2ithn

During World War II, my father was a cryptographer in the Air
Force, then Army Air Corps, in the China-Burma-India
campaign, but Mom and | did our part at home for the war
effort. We especially donated used metal objects. Every day
we took a can opener in hand and removed both ends of a
used can, folding the ends in, and then | enthusiastically
flattened the can like a new chatan (although we didn't know it
at the time.) We took them to the neighborhood junkyard.
Everyone contributed. | even took my old pedal car to the pile.

Today it is not so much for the war effort, as for the survival of

the planet. Israel today has a fairly developed recycling
process, but we don't always know what to do with the waste.
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Job Hunting - nTIay wio'n

In the summer after her 16th birthday, and just after school
closed for vacation, mother Anne woke her daughter up one
morning with the announcement that it was time for Pat to get
a job. She told her to go to Philadelphia (a pleasant place to
work in those days) and not come home without a job. Years
later, Anne admitted that she hoped she hadn't lost her
daughter forever! But no. Pat found a job at Lerner's clothing
store in center city Philadelphia. She was hired as a salesgirl,
but was almost fired for not being aggressive enough.

Fortunately, the manager decided to give her a chance to
become a cashier. And this is a position that Pat held for
several years. She worked one evening a week and Saturdays
during the school year, more evenings before Christmas, and
a full-time job most of the summer. She even continued
throughout her years at university. There were no computers
these days. In fact, there wasn't even an adding machine. It
was all done in the head, with a pen and paper. But Pat didn't
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care. While it was hard work, she earned enough to pay for
her other activities, such as weekend conferences of her youth
groups.
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Trolley-car to school - 0"n"a'7 n*'nwn

| grew up in West Philadelphia, during the Second World War.
Pop was serving in the army and Mom worked in a defense
plant during my first couple of years at school. My school for first
and second grade was within walking distance, but when Pop
was discharged from the army, we were evicted from our home.
It was against the law to do that for a person serving during
wartime.

We moved to a new house, and | changed schools. The new
school was farther away. It was 1947 and | was in third grade. |
took a trolley-car to and from school. Above is a picture of the
kind of vehicle | rode in. Public school pupils had special
discounted tickets, but | went to a parochial school, so no favors
from the city.

In the afternoon, sometimes | walked home to save money. |
would stop at a Hobby Shop, where I'd buy models and
components for models. We moved again after two years, and |
went to a third school, but | went there on roller skates and
eventually | got a bicycle.

Just as a matter of historic interest, there were also trolleybuses
at the time. The “trolley” is actually the pole on top of the street-
car that collects half of the current for the motor. The other half
comes through the rails embedded in the street. The electric bus
had rubber tires, so both halves of the current had to come from
overhead wires. As you can see, there are in fact two trolley
poles on top of the bus in the picture.

nnnYn 170N "N N'97T7'9 1yna MY Ta
7V9N1 NTAY XANRI XA¥] D' RN .NMIWD D7IVN
190N N 190N NN 7Y NNIYRIN DY W)
NIXWD 72X ,ND'70 7NN N 'R NI e
T2 N DT AN DNIX 11'9 ,XA¥NN NNNWN
.NNN7Nn N2 NYNRN DTR 112V DRT NIWYY 7107

190N N .190 N1 'M97NNIL,WTh N7 1Ny
mvn IxI1947 2 A nT N InN N wTNn
.N1TNAI 190N N7 N'mwn 'Mmnp? A nnoa
TNYNY .12 'Myoaw 1510 10 YW namn v nunY
%aN ,0'TNI' 077 0'0'0 I'N 'MY7WNN 190 N
NILN I'N X7 17 .'019 'MT 190 N7 MO X
NN

qIo0N7 1 7202 Nnfn M>7n DMYSY7 ,0'MINXN INX
NI 'N"N DY .027NN NN XY N .900
,0"NIY MNN Q1Y N1 1172y .0'NAT? 02D 0NAT
v Dw7 MO7n 7ax ,'w'rw 190 N M
.0"9IX 'M72'P 12T 7w 191021 NIY7'AT7A

D"70WN D'OIVIX DA TX I'N,M100' ["MYd N

12 7y vINN NYWYN7? KIN "'7N0"N (trolley-buses)
YN 'YNN .VINN QY DTN YN OIKY N'7nwnin
0IVIXY .2INNA NIYAVIAN NI7'oNN T VAN
DN I'N DTN 'RXN QWY D ,'7IA "ANY I'N "7mun
nY NWYN? U NIKN7 N '9D 0"y D'0INN R
.MINNAY ONIVINN A2 7Y '7N0 NIVIN

Summers in the Midwest - [I>'nn 2 yna y'y7

Pop Jack was serving in the army, and Mom Ruthmae was
working in a defense plant when | began school. During
summer vacation | spent time with Grandmom Gertrude.
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Sometimes we would take a train from Philadelphia to visit her
sister Elizabeth at St Claire Shores way up north in Michigan.
We’d travel to Chicago by steam train, then onto Michigan in a
high speed electric rail-car.

In those days you could open the window in the train. | liked to
do that, and lean out like a locomotive driver. Of course, |
ended up with a face full of soot from the loco.
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When we got to the station in Chicago, Grandmom cleaned my
face with a hanky, moistened by her tongue. | recall her saying
"You look like a little piccaninny!" when she inspected my face.
That was a racist epithet for a black child. | also remember that
in the train station in Chicago there were rest-rooms for Whites
and separate ones for Coloreds. That was the first time | had
seen institutionalized racism.

From Chicago we traveled on the fast electric railcars out to
where the family lived next to lake St Claire. Right across the
tracks was a little store, and each summer | would buy a box of
cardboard warship models, which | would build and play with
during our stay. We visited several times during the war years.

Elizabeth’s husband was named George, as was her son. To
distinguish them, the husband was “little George” and the son
was “big George”. Big George took me rowing on the lake.

There was no toilet in the house, so we had to use an outhouse.
Little George would say “Time to feed the sheep!” when it was
time to go to the toilet.

Just outside the kitchen door was a small garden, where the
family grew their vegetables. One year, the carrots were ready
for gathering when Grandmom and | arrived. | liked carrots, so |
went and sat down next to the carrot patch, and one after the
other pulled up carrots and ate them.

When we arrived one year, we were told there was a surprise in
the kitchen. Heretofore, there had been no plumbing in the
house. There was a pump in the yard. When you wanted water,
you took a pot or bucket in hand and went to the pump. In our
absence, a pump had been installed right on the kitchen
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counter. That was indeed a technological leap forward. .N2I7100 NAYTA NX'97 AN'N PR IT .N20NA

Electric Trucks - ni"''nwn ni'kwn

Many people today think that electric vehicles are very TIND DN D"70WN 100 Y7OW DRAYIN D' D0 DIWIR
modern, but there were electric vehicles a hundred years ago. X .D1IY NXRN 197 DU7nWUN DO 1N 7AR ,0MNTIN
| remember very large electric trucks in Philadelphia when | MUNWI N1'97T7'91 TINA NIZITA NI'TawN NIrkwnN DIT
was a boy. The Curtis Paper Company was delivering huge D"y 1M 7' nporo Curtis Paper nnan .17
rolls of paper to newspapers and book publishers around the NI'KYNI 1WA 'AN12 D190 NIXYINYGI DRIN'YY
city in large boxy electric trucks on hard rubber tires. .0'N'Y M amy 7 nimtnirmosip” nifmwen

Lanny, an army buddy of Pop, lived with his family just down TN INNOYN DY 1A ,XAXK 7U KAX¥NN 12N IR
the street from us in West Philadelphia. They were the first in DIIYRIN I'N DN .A'DYT?'D 27YNa NN'RN 2NN
the neighborhood to get a television. | would often go to their 3710 MU NN 0My? .aTi7o 17y nnva
house in the afternoon after school to watch Howdy Doody -1 NIS¥7 *T5 190N N INK D'MIN¥N INX DN1Y
and Frontier Playhouse (cowboy adventures) on the tiny seven  nixpnoan) Frontier Playhouse-a1 Howdy Doody
inch (18cm) screen. Sometimes they would serve us ice cream .(n"018) 'ya'x nyaw 77122 't Yonn 7 (IR
sundaes with crushed peanuts and chocolate syrup. Frontier D'70NN D1V DY NITY2 117 D'YAN I'N D'MYSY7
Playhouse was the last program before the Philadelphia TV n2dINN nntnFrontier Playhouse . 17171w 91nrol
transmission ceased every day in the afternoon, and the test 75 1709 N'97T7'9 7 N'TI70N MIT'WY 197 NINNKRN

pattern came on. Eventually the still small Anderson family , 02T 7919102 .V [N2nn O197T1 0" INXN INXR O
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succumbed to the temptation of consumerism, and we bought 1271 ,NIIDIXN 'IN'D7 NYIDI NIVPN [IONTIX NNOWN
our own seven inch Halicrafter television. JYI'R A 72 nwn o

First car - nlIwx1 N1adn

After the war, Pop was trying to reestablish his printing 0I9TN N NX WTNN D'7n? N0 XAX ,NNN7nn NNX
business, and Mom had returned from her factory work to N7 MNNMN NYNNN N2 ANTIAYA NNTN XANLLI9Y
being a housewife. Nevertheless, we managed to acquire D700 DX WIDOYT NN L, NIRT DNNY N Ny
the tiny TV, and eventually we added an equally diminutive Crosley station n1ipn 119010 12T 7w 191021 ,N1WTN
Crosley station wagon. The wheels were 12 inches (30 cm) N7 1(n'030) 'y1'x12 10172 1'0 0'2720 .NIND X7 Nt
in diameter! Now, that’s diminutive! | was always amazed 0N N2 N'NY ,RIRY PN MNNT TN 1T wnn
that Pop, who was six feet tall, could fit in the driver’s seat. NN AN A7NwnY a7 ,0my

Coal heated our house - n'an nx 12 on'n DN

Now we have smart air conditioners that cool or warm, as we 197 ,0'ANNN IX DPZNNY DMON DA™ 17 W' 'Wdy
want, but it was not always so. At Gesher Haziv we had "IN 127 ITNWAL LD AW TN K7 0T 73R, 1m0
small paraffin / kerosene space heaters, in the dining hall as NYNNYN 17'09K .'731XN 1Tha DA ,"7"'0N"9" D1V V)
well. We even used them to make toast! In Hod Hasharon 091 1IN NYNNYN [NWN TN Vol N7 O Dna
we used a bigger paraffin / kerosene heater and eventually .0"MYUN DMIVKR'TY 2T 7V 191021 NI 71T

electric radiators.
A"NAR NATA (19X MIRTZT N IRT 1772 1R RKNQ0

Savta and | grew up along the Delaware River in the eastern ,N'9777'91 IX MM T2 17 ,[TNREA NNA NN KNQ0
USA. Savta lived in Camden, New Jersey. | lived in ,NNIY NYTA 'MYA NRIY 0MY MY 1D N9R .N127'019
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. They were two different cities in WA T2V NNAINN LT 1T 1017 1ayn wnn 7ax
two different states, but right across the river from each iaynl

other, and connected by a bridge and a ferry.
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We shared the same climate. In the summer, it was hot and DTN I'N X7 .A7¢ NN T NN 0Ny, TIRNAD Oy
humid. In the winter, it became very cold, and there was .DNN Y72 N7 oMRn 17 110 140 f nnwa
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often lots of snow. There were no air conditioners in the
1940’s, so we had fans for cooling in the hot summers.

In winter the houses were heated by circulating steam. Water
was heated by a big coal burning furnace in the basement,
turning it into steam, and sending the steam through pipes to
radiators throughout the house.

Coal was delivered by sliding it onto a pile in the basement
from a dump truck with a long chute.

In the basement we would take coal from the pile and carry it
to the furnace, and spread it out on a grate inside, where it
would burn, to heat the water. The upper hand points to the
door through which we put the coal.
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At the beginning of the winter, we’d have to light the fire,
but hopefully it would keep burning all winter long.
Otherwise we’d freeze. As the coal burnt, ashes would
fall through the grate. Periodically, we’d remove the
ashes with a shovel and take them out to the curb, to be
collected by ash-men. The lower hand points to the door
through which we took out the ashes.
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Backyard Knights - minxn 2x¥na oax

When | was about nine or ten, | had a good friend named
Michael Jordan. He lived right behind us on the next street
and our backyards were separated by a small alley. We
used to play together in my yard or his and also fight a lot.

One time, we were wrestling, rolling around on the grass.
When | went into the kitchen for a drink of water, my
mother was startled to see me covered in hives. After
several tests, the doctor said | was allergic to Timothy
grass, as well as many other things.

Michael lived with his grandmother, and she often had us
two over to her kitchen for cocoa and animal crackers.
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Among our fantasies were games that involved knights and
jousting. In the backyard, Mom would hang the wash on
long ropes, and support the middle with clothes props.
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Michael and | would use the props for dueling. On one
occasion, he hit me on the arm with the clothes prop,
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but there was a nail in it. When the wound healed, it left  jn'on .n'2IN> AT 'RWN KIN L0700 Y¥ONWD .anon 1A a0

a blue dot. The mark is still there!
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Recorded Message to Pop - Xax"? nu'7pin nyTin

| think it was 1943. That would make me five years old. It
was long before tape recorders, and certainly before digital
recordings. Pop was serving in the Army Air Force in the
far east.

Mom wanted me to send a recorded message to my father.
We went into a little shop on the Boardwalk in Atlantic City.
| sat in front of a microphone, and spoke a minute or two to
my father abroad.

The message was cut into a small (15 cm) vinyl disk. |
remember it was white. After we’d listened to it several
times at home, we mailed it to Pop through V-Mail, the

special mail service for corresponding with serving soldiers.
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KEEP HIM

POSTED

Make it short
Make it cheerful

FOR SALE HERE

| really didn’t know what to say. We could hear Mom'’s NNX NN VINY7 0 IWON . TAN7 nn My T X7 nnxa
voice in the background, prompting me. At one point NINK X' 010N 27WA . MIX NdNT KW VA
she said “Tell him you like to play football”. So | NN AR TX "0 7Nw7 201K ANKY 17 Tan"

obediently said “And ... | like ... | like to play football”. |
never in my life played football, and I'm pretty sure Pop
knew that too, and smiled when he heard me say it.
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University Days 1955 - 1960

Drunken Birds - ninp'w oMoy

Next to my home in Maple Shade, New Jersey, when | was
in high school and college, lived a dear old lady (well, at least
she was old). Mrs Watson lived in a somewhat ramshackle
clapboard house, and she had a somewhat ramshackle
clapboard garage next to it.

In the garage was a 1943 Plymouth (I seem to remember)
which | dearly wanted to get my hands on, but never did. In
front of her house she had a cherry tree. | don’t recall being
much impressed by the blossoms, but it did have cherries.
Mrs Watson was too old to drive the Plymouth, and she was
too old to pick the cherries.

So the cherries just stayed on the tree, and gradually dried
there. The neighborhood birds were not too old, so they
happily fed on the by now slightly alcoholic fruit. The result
was that, at a certain time every year, a frenetically wild
chirping would be heard, as the inebriated flock would
serenade the neighbors.
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Anderson Family Dinner - [I07TIX NN5wn 7w 211y NNINX

It might not look like a family dinner, but that's how it had
been with the Anderson family for as long as | can
remember. Mother (Grandma Anderson) was a devoted
"housewife" and always tried to accommodate the different
schedules of the family members.

T D22 72X ,N'MN9WnN 21V NNNX M) AR X7 "IN T

NN20) NAX .DIT "INY TRN [I0OVTIX NNOWN DY N
NNO1 TNNI NMIoN M2 Mpy' NN (NN N2

11 7w D'IWN DT DIN? DNINAKR D'RNNY
.NNownn

During World War Il, Mom and | ate together when Pop was

overseas serving in the Air Force, even though she worked in
a military plant. After the war, Pop worked closer to home, and

at ten-year intervals Mike and Patty arrived, each with a very
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different schedule. Mom prepared separate meals for each
member of the family. The picture shows me at home after a
day at college, which | commuted to every day (sometimes on
a motorcycle!) You see | still haven't learned to hold the fork in
my left hand!
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My First Car - 7w nliwxan n1dnn

My old 1948 Chevy was excellent, far superior to
contemporary cars. True, it had exhaust-driven wipers that
simply stopped when | accelerated. Its mileage wasn't great
and it emitted toxic fumes. But it also had a vacuum shift,
which only required a gentle touch to change gears. It had an
in-line six-piston engine with overhead valves, which | could
maintain. Standing next to it, | could barely look over the
roof, which meant | didn't have to bend over or do contortion
tricks to get into the car. When | opened the door | could just
sit down.

Every day | drove it to college in Camden, alternating weeks
with Jimmy May, a student and friend from Maple Shade. He
was a small guy with a very large Buick.
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Winters in New Jersey were often rather severe, with lots of
snow and icy roads. In those days, we put chains on the car
wheels to increase traction on the slippery roads, but they
made for a very bumpy ride, so they were only used when
absolutely necessary. On one occasion, Jim and | were
heading home in the afternoon. | drove up a long hill (Route 38
crossing Cuthbert Blvd), but when | headed down the other
side and tried to slow, the braking caused the car to lose
traction. The car swerved, then began to spin around,
eventually ending up in a snow drift at the side of the road. Jim
said afterwards that he was scared to death, but that | had
been laughing maniacally as the car went out of control. | put
the car back in gear and drove home. No damage, except
perhaps to Jim’s psyche.

| mentioned that | did all my own maintenance. That should
have waved a flag of warning.With the snow and ice came
freezing temperatures, and car operators had to put antifreeze
into the car radiators or the water there would freeze and
cause damage to the motor. | may have missed that. | was
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under the car once, draining oil or something, when | J11DN INYO'RNA KX'WY (O DN 20'T 'N7aWd

discovered a small metal disk that had popped out of ININ NVINN 70" TN DX 'MITNNI,DOIPNAN DX 'MIXYN
somewhere. | found the place, and returned the disk, securing 71720 ,NRAN NR9PNN 17NN .W'09 NITYVA 20N
it very well with the help of a ball peen hammer. During the I¥YN ¢ NIN'0IAN V7N IR IR 'NNXY .7T0)
next freeze, the block cracked. | had defeated the safety plug fabah

of the car designers.
VIIDIRD YN TNI
Then came the motorcycle.

My Motorcycle - "7 ynsixn

In the late 50’s of the last century, Savta Pat and | attended 11TN% "IN KN20 ,NNTIEN XN 7w 50-n nnw qioa
Rutgers University in New Jersey. She started at Douglass N7'NNN X' LT 01307 NV'ONIINA
women’s college and moved to The College of South Jersey T2 DNT W17 nnavi 0'7aT 7w 0'wa a7
RCSJ where | was studying. We graduated together as Mr & NMN2a D 1FTINY? NX TN o N7 ow RCSJ
Mrs in 1960. .1960 nivwa
While at university, | bought a Harley Davidson one lunger with Harley ) 75 ynoIx 'n1ap ,nv'onaaixa *Tin'? nma
chain drive from another student. | assumed my parents would X7 7w DN 'MNan .NX vaTIvon (Davidson
not approve, so | parked the bike at a friend’s house. In the 7¥ N2 YIRDIXN DX 'MINN TR DT 200 7 NWUKR?
morning, I'd bus to my friend's house and continue on the MOYNNI 2NN 7W INMY7 010IKA 'My0) ,1j7Idd .Jan
“hog" to school. .NV'0NQIN7 YIIDIN

It quickly became apparent that smoking a cigarette or a pipe VII9INA NVPN IX NNA'0 [IY'YY 112NN TIRN 1NN
on a motorcycle does not work, because the wind causes the DA ! TIXN NN e 7207 nnna NN D L, Tay XY
tobacco to burn very quickly! Driving at 80 kph without a nndN NN X7 nToR X77 w'np 80 ninfina ny'ol
helmet was also not too clever. Inima
| often rode a bicycle and would dismount while still moving. "D JIN T MDA D0MI9IN 7Y 'MAdY Niang 0nyY
One day, | tried that with the motorcycle, not taking the larger NNRY *72 ,19IXN DY DT NIX 'N'0" TAX DI' .AYIAN
mass and inertia into consideration. | dismounted, but the 72X ,'NTY N NI7ITAN 2'Y2'RNENoNN NN [lAvN
machine continued on its own, under power. | watched in JM'OX 7U9 vimin TIva ,1nXY NIND J'UNn VIISIRN
horror as it continued down the street towards a highway a 2N WD (Y 2NN TN 'wnn KInwd TN
block away, miraculously not colliding with parked cars along NI1IIDNY WAINN X7 01 NN ,DYN 10N XN 7NN
the way, till it encountered a manhole cover and twisted into a DA .7911 YNONNI A2 NOdNA 7MY TV ,0Ta NN
fall. I also had not anticipated its being so heavy when | tried to JNIX DMNY "M'01WD T2 D 7D RINY M'oY XY
right it.
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| was kind of bookish (Mr Peepers), so riding a motorcycle, | TNX 27V .NNAN DX O'WIN 'RTI VRSIR 7V N
thought, would surely impress the girls. | drove through Maple NNd 'M'RIYI AT MYV NN 72102 'MY0)
Shade one evening, stopping at the traffic light. When | saw Y1977 NOXN ,TNXNN NX 'NNINYI YN 'NNNT ,Nim
some girls, | raced the engine and popped the clutch, ,INT DIPNA .VINN 7 TIRN N2 NARYA NRfTR
expecting to jump out with a very masculine roar. Instead the 7un MNT MWW TIVva DY Ny VIYS MdNn

machine just stood there while the chain raced over the APNX NNANL ... D"M'UN N



sprocket ... and the girls laughed.
2¢ NMI2ANN N2 197 YIIDIND DX NINN M

| parked the Harley in front of my fraternity house on campus. MNPV MY ,0N¥D DR ,TRR DI 019N
One afternoon, | got on board and prepared to roll out to the ININ 'MONWD ,0Y9N .NNAN DITL 2INTYT NRYY
street on my way home. This time, when | put it into gear and TNIX N¥N ,NNTR YOR KIN ,TAXAN DX "MNNYI 707
released the clutch, it jumped forward, crossed the street, 0907 J'WUNNI AWN T¥2 TN 7V N7y ,aInin
mounted the curb on the other side and proceeded to climb 7NN MO N'2'VI'VOIN .OY NM01D 7Y NIANTNA
the stairs of a church there. Instinctively | leaned away from VII9IX7 D12 N2TN .NPNAN N'01dN NINYTN
the approaching church doors. This caused the motorcycle to 70 MYy ,N'MNN2 .NIANTAN TN Y0171 NIvoYy
turn and drive down the steps. At the the bottom, | stopped. A 2¢ NYSINN NIX 2aN ,0Y N'D NPNaY ,D'0ITIVO0 7Y
crowd of students, who happened to be there, celebrated my .09 NIX'NN]

performance with applause.

;NN DI' .'XY] YIDIRD 72V APITNNN 72 DX 'MWy
| did all my own maintenance on the motorcycle. One day, in yinn DX Mo ,n1iann N2 7¢ nNINKN XN
the fraternity house backyard, I'd disassembled the motor and TNIX 'MA2IY NT2 NMA'0 'MIY'Y ,NNdNA .INIR M7l
was cleaning it. Cleverly, | was smoking a cigarette as | wiped T .N1N% NN Nadnn %5 DINS L'T11 0NN

the parts with gasoline. Suddenly the whole machine was in UKD NIX 2107 *T2 19V 7 091N '"MOSNI T' 'MUYIN
flames. | reached down and grabbed handfuls of dirt to DA Y{? INY Y112 YXNNI 72N 7D 728 ,NN2D WURN
smother the fire. The fire was extinguished, but all the dust .VINOIXY

and grit in the motor also put an end to the Harley.

Meeting with Yiddish - w*T* Dy nwrao

My major at Rutgers University was German language and NIN90I NDY NN 01AVN NV'0NIINA '7W NNanN
literature. That background made my access to Yiddish D'2ND K77 U7 Wi Y7 AWO'R DT YN NN
relatively painless, though not always without error. | 1IN 'Y M7 NIRGAY 7] TRn XY D DX NN
discovered predictable sound shifts, because Yiddish is mostly  .15-n nxnn 7w 072 21 nwyn? XN YT D 0UIoY
15th Century German, both languages subsequently evolving 71 .00IY D17 DN NKY INNSNN NIDSWN MY
in different directions. | just had to learn the Hebrew letters. IMAYN NIMIRD IR TN77 1Y e
Back in the 50’s ovwinxo [forvertz] was a Socialist Yiddish TVOIR'XIO [INI* N oV WINID '50-n NwA TIY
daily. Pat’s grandparents subscribed to it. On one occasion, ININ 17271 DN I'N XN20 7w XN20I X210 W'
when we were visiting them in South Philly, | spotted a copy of 'NIN1N ,N'S7T7'9 DNTA DNIXK 1N7'AWD ,0Y9 .N"aa
the paper and set out to struggle through it. AV qun DY PaRN? MO7NNI NN Y [Ifaa
An elderly neighbor came in and was pleased to see a TIX K117 2'WX 1IN NIKY7 NNWI 0121 "IN DY
youngster reading the Yiddish paper, and told me so, in YAIX "MITX YT NRT Y7 19'01,W T I
Yiddish. | summoned up my courage and put my sound shift M7 NN DRNWA MWD DR M0N0
skills in gear, and spoke Yiddish with the visitor for a good TINA 'M"D .NINDY NYY Y211 |WUN1 1ann oy v
guarter of an hour. | was very pleased with my efforts. Before QNIYN ,ATY KINW 1197 D7IN .'"7¢ D'¥NXNNN NXNN
he left, however, my conversation partner said (in English with ~ ,yTrr nnx' (j7Tn 7' XV2N2 N*721X2) X NN'WY Y
a strong Yiddish accent) “You know, you speak very good .TING 210 N'INNA QTR NNX
German”.

'07InN D' D71VY7 DY Y'Y
Lessons in humility are never far away!

Our Wedding - nw 'x1wnn

Sixty-four years ago we tied the knot. Fourteen years ago, on VAKX 197 .AUPN DR YR NIY YIOIRI D'Y'Y 197
our fiftieth anniversary, we tied it again. In 1959 we were both IMIX MR ,N7U D'YMNN NYN DI MY NNYY
still at university, so when we were graduated, it was as John N"OWD TX ,NV'0NANINA [TV 11T 1959 mvwa .aw
and Patricia Anderson. Neither of us was particularly qQX .[IONTIX N'YMUOI |12 NN A AT L0 TINYN DR
committed to our religious heritage at the end of our university N'NTN NYWIINY TNIMA 21NN A K7 IN'RA TNR

studies, but both Catholic and Jewish traditions discouraged NNIoN DA 72X ,NU'0N2NINA ' TIN'YZ §102 N7Y



marrying “outside the faith”.

N1 YIinN D'XIYI NOX N'TIN' NNION Dal n"7|n|7

Our decision was arbitrary. We were married in a church, at a
ceremony in which the name of Jesus was never mentioned.
The priest was in his sacerdotal regalia. My brother Mike
assisted. It was essentially a civil ceremony with religious
trimmings. Only years later did | come to realize what a shock it
must have been for Pat to stand before a huge representation of
a gruesome crucifixion above the altar.

We left for our honeymoon in NYC that night in the family
Renault 4CV, taking Caroline home on the way. It was cold with
freezing rain. We left Pat’s bridal bouquet in the car when we
got to the hotel.

It was frozen when we retrieved the car for our homeward
journey, and stayed frozen for quite some time in the refrigerator
freezer. We had only a few days in the city, because we had to
get back to our university studies, and we didn’t want to be in
the city for the drunken new year celebrations.
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We still remember many of the events on our honeymoon. The
view from our hotel was not very exciting.

We did a lot of walking from bookstore to bookstore, one of
which was Four Continents. We saw Checkov’s play Three
Sisters and Shaw’s Apple Cart. | think we saw The Swan with
Grace Kelly, and enjoyed the Rockets chorus line at a Radio
City extravaganza. We had a fondue dinner at the Chalet
Suisse restaurant. In all probability we watched the ice skating
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in Rockefeller Center, but we don’t actually remember that.

The first wedding was essentially a civil ceremony with the
appearance of a church wedding. The second, organized by
our children, was after we had been living a Jewish life for fifty
years and was appropriately traditional. The priest who
presided at the first ceremony was a kind, gentle and
understanding man who respected our differences. The rabbi
who presided at the second ceremony is a respected friend,
guide and comrade in arms for many years.
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The Young Family 1959 - 1967 n1'yv¥n nndwnn

Soviet Yiddish - n*uomalo wrm

Savta and | were married on December 28", 1959. We planned
a very short honeymoon, because we had to get back to our
studies at Rutgers University.

It was cold and foggy as we made our way north from Maple
Shade in the family 4CV to New York City. We would return
before the New Year, because we didn't want to participate in
the drunken revelries.

We did however accomplish quite a lot in the few days we were
there. We walked a great deal, and we visited book stores. We
saw a play by Eudora Welty, as well as one by Chekov. We
visited book stores. We saw a Radio City extravaganza and had
fondue at a Swiss restaurant. Oh yes, and we visited book
stores.
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One of the bookstores we visited was Four Continents. It was
from there I'd ordered Russian propaganda during the McCarthy
era, which caused my father great anguish. We bought a few
books there, but of greatest interest was a selection of writings by
Sholem Aleichem.

You may recall that Birobidzhan was originally intended to be a
Jewish republic among the other SSR's of the USSR. The official
language was Yiddish. Any connection with Hebrew, the
language of Zionism, was discouraged. The spelling of the
Yiddish to be used in the Jewish republic was adjusted to show
the difference.

Look at the pages from the book. Final letter forms are not used.
There are no chet's. Words of Hebrew origin are spelled
phonetically as they would be pronounced in Yiddish.
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Bible in Hebrew - nmaya 7"in

Jehovah’s Witnesses are very devout, but not very sophisticated x ,TiIxn D'7IT* D'V0'70INTID DX DN DINTTY
fundamentalist Christians. Their missionary fervor is expressed 7 X2 DN7YW MAIro™MN LVN7N L TNIMA DMDNINN X7

by their handing out copies of their publication “Watchtower” DN7Y D109 7 DYPNIY D'77NN DNY )01 10
from door to door around town. Wi AN N7t nvm"nme rman”
One day a Witness lady came to the door, and asked if | wanted "IN DX N7RYI DINTYTY N2 D777 nwan TN o1
a Bible. I thought it would be interesting to see their version, so | NIX NIXY? "yn 2''Y 'Mavn ."IN 190 nxn
asked if she had one in Hebrew. “Oh no”, she replied X" .NM2aya N7 W DX "M7RY TR ,0N7W noNan
apologetically. “It hasn’t been translated into that yet.” SNt oam K7 Ty Nt onivxanna nnmay XK

Adventures in the Mountains of the North - [1I9¥n D2 nIXPNOIN

Many people think that New Jersey is pretty flat, but actually in 72N ,NNIVY T X'N 'T 1MW D'AYIN DN D'WIN
the far northwest corner of the state there are mountains. Well, Y' N1TAN 7W NRINNN NN [I9¥N N1'9] nwynY
more like tall and steep hills. We lived there for a few years, DY 1172 .NI7I7N1 NINIAA NIYAa D NP .0Nn

and Michelle was born there. 0w N1 7M1 0w nnd

After our marriage in 1959, Savta worked as a Verityper at a N2 Verityper-d nTay Xn1o ,1959-1 1n'xiwa Wnxy
printing business in Philadelphia and | taught English and N2 NNOINI NI "M IR N'D7T7'01 0197
French at the high school where she had studied. .NTN7 X'N 12V 1D 190N
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White Meadow Lake

After a few years | received an offer of a salary increase |
could not refuse at the junior high school where Aunt Sophie
was teaching. | would also be closer to Seton Hall University,
where | was studying Chinese. We moved north to White
Meadow Lake, a small town in the hilly northwest corner of
New Jersey. We were told that the name was of Indian origin
(Leni Lenape) because the lake would freeze in winter and
look like a white meadow. It froze all right, and the wind
blowing across it hit our house with frigid ferocity.

The house had been built as a summer cottage and really was
not suited to the cold winters there, but we survived. It was
built on a steep hill. All the living quarters, two bedrooms, living
room, dining corner, kitchen and a large screened in porch
were on one floor.

In winter | put plastic sheeting on all the windows and on the
screened porch, but some parts of the house were still cold.
The walls were not insulated for severe winters and the
heating system was wholly inadequate. Underneath was a
utility room, dug into the hill. We had a washer and dryer in
there, and later an upright freezer. | had a workshop in one
corner. Later | broke through and dug out under the house to
make a flat area where | set up my office. | had great plans to
build a huge model railroad in there too.

| terraced the steep slope in front of the house and planted
rose bushes. We also planted carrots in the back. That was
supposed to be the start of a kitchen garden, but we didn't
know enough about soil and gardening, so the carrots never
grew to more than a couple inches in length.
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Riviera Car - D22 n1dn

Actually the car wasn’t good at starting either. It had NNUN X' .NIYINNA NAI0 AN X7 NIIDNRN DA nwyn?
been fine in Camden, but it didn't like to start in the cold 27N VIRD AT YINNYT 20X X7 XD 72X ,[Tnjpa 1Toa
weather of White Meadow Lake. It was a French car, N'NY 1107001 L,N'M9IX N1IIDA AN IT .27 INKD DAR 7Y
and we decided it must have been designed for the .N1"M% N11DIN NLA
Riviera.

NIX Y'INNY7 T NIT NANDIN] WNNWNY 'M'o1 17'9X
| even tried the hand crank to turn the motor over. We NIX NINNY MY ,NdNK NY2a UXRY 72V 1A .naonn
lived on the top of a long hill, and | learned to park the 2'nNnY%? )Y Mt NN 0My'? .non% 01N oY n1onn
car facing downhill. Frequently | had to start rolling down VYIRY 1197 019N NTY NP7 ,Nyaan TiNa 72a7ann?
hill, and hope it would catch before | got to the bottom. Jnnn?

Snow beyond the mountain - 907 "ayn v

There’s a well known phenomenon of clouds dropping their rain DN7Y DWAN DX D'7'ONY DY 79 QWIT NYOIN W'

on the windward side of mountains. | knew about this, but failed et X7 72,70 W myT 0NN 'Y ninnn Txa
to apply it, when once it was snowing so severely that | was NIRX7 "MTNOW TN )2 72 27w T DYDY ,NT NX
afraid to venture forth in the car. | called school to say | was M"NY Y'TIN7 190N N7 'M1970 .N1I1PDNa 2Ny
snowed in, half expecting that the school would be closed, but 190N NAY N"9'¥] '¥N L, TN A7WUn T 7Y TTIAN
the secretary replied in surprise that there was no snow there. NYN9N1 NNIY NDTAN 72K ,NA'0 NNIXA A0
There was a sizable hill between us, and evidently it was TVI'W NXRIL,NTITA NYAA 17 NN ATY DY |'RY
snowing only on our side of the hill. YN 7w NYY YA A

Michelle’s Arrival - Yw'n 7w nnyan

Savta Pat was already pregnant when we moved north. We 11301 .NIIDY 11N2WWDI [INNA NN 12D VD KN20
had planned that she would give birth at a particular hospital in DN DY ,N'97T7'91 00N 0Y7IN N TN K'Y
Philly where they practiced natural childbirth, but her mother ¥R NTINY NOTH R KNR 72X, N0 DT NYOKR
Anne warned that Baranoff birthing happens fast, and there NIX NIXNY AT A R7,00N TYNINN 91002 Niva
would be no time to get across the Delaware bridge, especially [>n INXYT 911N TNIMA ,N'97T7'97 [Tim wan
in winter time. Then we moved north and had to find a hospital WTNN TITR D'7IN N1 RI¥AY DX7RI1 NIDX 1112y
in our new neighborhood. The choice was made for us, N9 QY DIZNN 7722,y ANwYl nnan 1Y
because of where her obstetrician doctor was when her time NIAT YIANWD 0 Y TN

came.



| was in class teaching when the announcement came. | NIX D07 M .QYTINN NYANWI TN ,NNDA M

wanted to finish the lesson, but the secretary chased me to the .0™7INN N7 MIX YA DD 2R IVYn
hospital. In the meantime, a policeman came to the house and n'a% V9 Xn20 NX N1'91 N7W NA%7 WVIW VAN DN
took Savta to the hospital. When | first saw our daughter, | MIYN ,NIYXIY N7 N2N DX 'NRIWD 071NN
thought she looked Chinese, and | was amazed at the 2 0TIN'70 NYSWAN "MnnTl N0 N'RNI RNY
influence of my studies. After her arrival, | put a traditional box DA'0 NOdIP 'MNY ,NIIoNN '971 N TN TIdY
of cigars in the school office, with the announcement in NITNWI .N1'02 NYTINN DY 190N N2 Twna
Chinese. Back home Michelle Tamara had her own room. We nNownY? 11290 .n%wn TN 2N NnAn wm? ,nnfan
had become a real family. DM

Skating on the Lake - naxn 7y np7nn

When the lake froze many winter residents of White Meadow IXX' 1T U™ DAX "AYINN DY KO DARN UKD
Lake went ice skating. We also fitted ourselves out with skates IIRX'I D'0"70 1INXN INIX DA .NY7n 'Y j*7nin?
and took to the ice. Michelle seemed to have a lot of trouble, 1172 TV NPV N2N 1IN MY g
until we discovered that she was falling down on purpose. She D'YUIY DINK NNRD KD .NUD2 D791 NN RDY
saw others doing that and thought that was what she was D71yn NIYY7 MIMK X'NY NN NTY NAWNI DT DX
supposed to do. We never became stars, but once the ,MMNA N1ANN "KW Va1 72N ,0'20107 11090 K7
misunderstanding was over, we all enjoyed a little skating during qQX .TIXA DN D'9INA 2'7NN7 N¥7 1110 171D
the very cold winters. No one competed with Hans Brinker, but .9 117 N0 7aR 232 0IRkN DY NINNN K7 TRR
we had fun.

Birdseed Snack - n"Mio'x 'yt qron

There were lots of birds in our neighborhood. | built a bird N7OXNY7 [P0 N2 .117W D1DWA DNI9'Y NN 1N
feeder to help with winter survival and put it on a short pole, 7V IMIX MNYI Q1IN DNITYNA ITY? "D 0NI9'Y
behind the house. One day, Pat looked out the window and Tyan NN VD ,TNXR DI' .N'AN NINKNA ,XP TINY
was shocked to see Michelle eating the birdseed. She 72IRN DX NDIR 7'M DR NIRYYT? NNl 17Ny
stopped her, and called the doctor, greatly agitated. The NIY01 ,XON7 MYPNNI,NNIX NIXY X' .ONI9YY

nurse tried to calm her and told her to read the contents on IR KNP7 N7 DNRIEDNIR Y207 NNO1 NINKN .TINNA


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hans_Brinker,_or_The_Silver_Skates

the birdseed bag. It turned out that if the birdseed was good 72IXN DXY N2NN .0NI9¥N 1WA N'PY WY PINN
for the birds, it wouldn’t hurt a little girl. Actually, the squirrels  .niojp nT7'2 Va9 N'n K7 AT ,0MI19'Y7 210 D' DNI9YY
liked it too. .NT NIX 12NN 0'X10N DA ,NwunY

Either she’s explaining something to the birds, or she’s INmM N1'mM XY IR ,DNI9'X7 INWN NNN0N XY IR
flagging down a taxi!

Teivel’s Arrival - 720 7w nnyan

A teacher at school offered puppies. | went to her house and N7w N1% 'MO7N .07 NI YN 1900 1A NN
selected one. It was very small and started wandering around 22IMOoN7 7'NNNIE TINNA |OF NN RIN TR 'MNAI
the car as | drove home. | was afraid it would get under my NNNNA 7 012" XINY 'MTNO .NNAN "MY0IYd N1IdNI
feet as | drove, so | stopped and put it in a carton box. NOS2IPA INIX 'MAYI 'MIXY TX ,NY'01 "D JIN 07
Eventually we got home and Pat and Michelle were delighted. INNY 7¢I V91 NNAN NYAN 12T 7Y 19102 |10V}
We named the dog Teivel, and she became a real part of the MMN 7707 D290 X0I1L70M0 N2'7Y7 ke RN
family. .NNdYNNN
Michelle was growing up. Teivel was as well. Here they are in TMINKN XN DN NN 7010 DA .NAann 7wn

our very steep backyard. 17W TINA 717NN




Kibbutz Pioneers 1967 - 1980 yia'pa n'xi7n

I want to go home - an'an n>%7 nxin X

When we arrived in Israel, at the Lod Airport, we were met by
two agents of the Jewish Agency who eased us through the
stages of immigration, and delivered us into the hands of
Mikey Duvdevani and Dave Breslau, whom we knew from their
assistance in the States. It was all quite overwhelming.

Then Michelle, hugging her big doll Suzy, announced clearly ‘I
want to go home!” Silence swept our little group. Michelle had
been a terrific soldier on the trip. Now, we all anticipated the
first crisis. But when Mikey told her that he'd come to take us
home to Gesher Haziv, she went off with him, to fetch the car.
Mikey stuffed Pat, Michelle and me into a small car and rode
off into the night, north along the old road (40), cutting through
Ramatayim (Hod Hasharon), Haifa, Akko, Nahariya and
arriving at the kibbutz around 11:00 PM. Mikey found the
reception committee at the Guest House.

Everyone was very nice. It was cold and rainy, so we were
provided with electrical heaters, along with a water kettle,
instant coffee, tea, a beautiful cake, assorted local fruits,
sugar, cookies.We drank a I'hayim with a bottle of Israeli wine
which also was left. Michelle was a little overwhelmed by the
crowd (6 or so) and began to cry, so the group politely
excused itself till the next day.
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The Toilet Paper Scroll - o'7x10n 21 n'7'an

Pat, Michelle and | arrived in Kibbutz Gesher Haziv in January of
1967. | wanted to record the events, but | didn't have a notebook.

The next best thing was the very durable toilet paper in use at the

kibbutz in those days.

As writing paper, it was fine, but it was definitely not kind to one’s
posterior. | wrote page after page of our history and rolled up the

scroll as | went along.

Above is the scroll spread out, and here is the first page.
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Understanding Symbols -

A kibbutz is a quintessential communist society (from each
according to his ability, to each according to his need) but that
doesn’t require that a kibbutz member identify himself as a
political Communist. | viewed our life on the kibbutz as the
realization of a just and egalitarian society. There were
decisions to be made about applying this to reality, but that was
what we had. Our struggle was in perfecting the system. May
1st was the manifestation of international workers’ solidarity for
the attainment of just this kind of society. When | discovered that
there was no red flag on the water tower, | volunteered to put it
up. Some like minded members of the kibbutz provided me with
flags, and up | went to plant the flags. | repeated this for many
years.

D'7n0 N1an
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Here’s a picture of my handiwork in 1970.

.1970 mawa 'mTIAY 7w namn nan



The point of this story is that not all members of the kibbutz,
although living in a communal society, identified with the red
flag or wanted to be associated with such revolutionary
symbols. In fact, one year a member of the kibbutz came to
me and threatened “If you climb up this year, I'll shoot you!”.
Since we all went around armed in those days, the threat
seemed real. | don’t mind saying | was a little nervous that
May 1st, when | climbed the water tower. He didn’t shoot me,
but years later, the kibbutz was privatized.
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Chaviva - na'an

Living on a kibbutz was like living in a garden, or a house with

a huge flowering yard. We had pets, but, like the children, they

ran free. Occasionally there would be advice to tie up the
dogs, because crops were being sprayed with a chemical that
could harm them. We had a succession of dogs that |
remember. Shortly after our arrival, we inherited Winnie. Later
we had Sumi and Chumi. Then one day our girls came home
with a puppy in a basket. We named her Chaviva, and she
was a dear member of the family for many years. She even
accompanied us to the States for our five year visit.

We had a cat called Tilon when Chaviva arrived. And though
she continued to grow and eventually towered over the cat, he
was always the boss. At meal time, Tilon would eat while
Chaviva patiently waited her turn. Chaviva liked to chase other
cats. | remember one time she set out after a cat, and when
she’d almost caught up, she recognized Tilon. She stopped
dead in her tracks and looked around, as if she was actually
involved in another task altogether.

In our corner of the kibbutz residential area was a children’s
z0o, part of the elementary school educational program. The
kids were responsible for caring for various farm animals
there. Rahel milked the goats at one point, and | had an
adventure with Barbara the donkey. Chaviva had her own
adventure there. She broke into an enclosure and ate a
special bird there. This did not increase her popularity!
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Ketzel - "7xj7

Then Michelle announced she would raise two orphaned dove RYAY DN N TR Y 7TANY DYTTIN DM TRI
chicks she'd found. Somehow we managed to feed and DNIX |"{727 ,00'7Y 2071 '7OKNT 1IN7¥N INWI'R
protect them, nesting them in a corner of the playhouse I'd ,TIW TNX 20 .0'T7'7 'MDAY D'PNYNN N1 7Y n1'oa
built the kids. Only one survived, and | had to teach it to fly. ZUNRIFIRXP V19X NIRP .qIYT7 INIK 77 X Ml
We named the bird Quetzalcoatl, Ketzel for short, which the N'N DOWN YT 7% v, (Quetzalcoatl)
neighbors found amusing. Ketzel means little cat in Yiddish. X790 N1NY W 0P NN W Y[ Ywywn
Amazingly, Tilon and Ketzel got along very well, and Ketzel .NN9WNN DY NNTIN 2¥71,20'0 NTNOoN 721 17'0
identified with the family. When we would go to meals in the / nDY NNt KDL PIRD TN NINNKRY 09710 ' WD
dining hall, she would fly along with us and wait perched on a .0'T7?' 1" XN NTIM 2V DAV NdNNIIIN'R ND'7IN

swing in a children’s house yard.

Ketzel flew well enough, but she often just walked around next VIYD X'N NIANR D'NMYY7 72K ,210 7'00N N9V 7%}
to our apartment. When we returned home after a meal one NNN MTNYI .N7W NNTR T XWTA N22Imon
day, we found only a circle of feathers and a guilty looking N1 NIXD 7w 7ayn P R¥N S TRR D' NNMNR MNR

dog. .NNUR NNRY



Weevah

Chaviva ontinued to grow, and when we went to the States
she was already pretty big. We lived in an apartment on the
seventh floor of a rather sizable building, but our big dog
needed more exercise than walking around the apartment.
The building faced a major highway, but out back was a vast
empty space. | would take her out and let her run free. We had
a special whistled signal, to which she usually responded
when we had to go back upstairs.

| estimate that our building was about 20 meters (+ 60ft) long.
We lived at one end of the seventh floor, and a charming
elderly dog lover lived at the other. He was in love with
Chaviva, but he couldn’t pronounce her name. He called her
Weeva. When he would see us, he would set out a plate next
to his door, and call “Weeva”. Thereupon Chaviva would race
to him, making a not so subtle galloping sound on the hallway
carpet. We were concerned she’'d knock him down in her
enthusiasm, but they managed and the relationship lasted for
years.

She couldn’t come with us when we returned to Israel in 1985,
but we shall never forget her. She continues to keep an eye on
us through Rahel’s sculpture.
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Aspaka Ketana -mvp npoor

From each according to his ability, to each according to his need

means that the kibbutz society provided for most of a member’s
needs. There were still some small items, in the nature of
luxuries, like certain cookies or cheeses, that one might like to
choose for oneself. That was the task of the mini market at
Gesher Haziv, miojp njzoox or small supply depot.

When | first made use of this establishment, it was in a small
basement room under the communal laundry complex, about
four meters by eight (13 x 26 feet). Access was by three more
steps down from the pathway. There was a small space before
the counter, with room for maybe three. One would ask for
items, and the “clerk” would go back into a very small storage
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area and fetch them. In most cases, it was just a distribution
point for free but rationed items like cigarettes and toilet paper.
Special things were “paid” for by recording a deduction from the
member’s budget.

At some point, | was given the task of managing this gigantic
enterprise.
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The KolBo - 12750

When | was called upon to run the kibbutz general store, |
converted it from a closet where one got free cigarettes and
soap to a proper store in a much larger space. | renamed it the
127> [kolbo] everything in it. Not my invention. Lots of kibbutz
stores were thus named.

Wherever | worked on the kibbutz, | introduced technological
innovations, i.e. | invented things.

The new location was a large room attached to the kitchen of
the Dining Hall, with a convenient loading dock. It was about ten
meters by ten (30ft x 30). Within this space | created a proper
mini-market.

The kibbutz plastics factory was producing modular shelves at
the time. With these | built shelving units all around three sides,
with space behind them for stocking, thus having automatic
stock rotation. (inspired by Horn & Hardarts automat! ) Above
was storage space behind a decorative frieze.

| built a cigarette dispenser.

| constructed a wooden slider so | could advance a
person’s purchases on the counter (supermarket style).
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The room was cold in winter, so | maximized the heat provided by
a small room fireside (kerosene heater) by mounting a fan on the
wall and distributing the hot air. Initially the customers were
mystified by my having a fan running in winter.

| introduced wines in the store, and a selection of cheeses in a
small fridge, as well as ice cream in a freezer.

| bought cookies in bulk, and kibbutz kids packed them in bags.
Over their work space | placed a sign in Hebrew (Deuteronomy
25,4) You shall not muzzle an ox while he is threshing. No
crumbs or broken cookies went into the bags, but mysteriously
there were never any left over.

| cut soft drink syrup containers in half and made drawers for
small items on the shelves.

Tissues were available more cheaply in soft packages, so | made
cardboard boxes and distributed them to members.

Fly swatters were not available, so | made them out of stiff screen
and distributed them to members. One is on our display shelf.

We had weekly film showings in the dining hall. Once we saw
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movie about an original source of protein. The next day, | MAT'0 NNNNY .|IA7N 7 NIn Jipn 7Y V10 'R

arranged a special tray of greenish cookies, and labeled it Soylent ININ '"NA'NI NP NI 79 TNiM wan
Green. There were actually some takers. JINiR'? nnd ' nwyn? .Soylent Green
Once, | tried to promote lychees, by offering them in a bowl with NP DNyXN T 7V LU DN Mo nye
tOOthpiCkS. There were no takers. _n|n||7'7 hEvhlg, .0mo'p ny

Socialist Bookkeeping - n'uvo*Ix'x10 NnnIAYN n7nin

You will best understand this, if you are acquainted with a DDN DNKX OX NI NAI0N NIXA DXT 207 172N
socialist economy in which production is not for profit, but NN ,NIN NNONY 1'R IX'N DAY N'VOYINR'XIO N7
rather according to need. R VO KR
In the kibbutz minimarket, there was no profit markup on the 7V NIN% N90IN NN X7 YIa'pn v ujpnma
items in the store, just the price the kibbutz had paid to the D'P907 D7'Y YIA'ZNW 1NN 71 KX ,NIINA D'0MI9N
wholesale suppliers. There was however inflation in the Israeli Una N'¥791'K TX NNYN,NINT DY .0"XII0'ON
economy at the time, which meant that income from sales of N1DNAN NICNNY NN NNIVAYAY 7R IUN
items would not be enough to replace the items on the .0'9TAN 7V D'UMI5N DX 9'7NNYT7 T 17'90' K7 D'VMD
shelves.

MIX M90INI N'X791'RN TINK NX 'NAYN D7
| therefore calculated the inflation percentage into the prices | 2 D'V NINY NN ,0NANNN MDY DNy
charged the members, which meant that | had enough money NIDNIY NIINO §™7NNY A¥7NA 0d 7'90N

in the budget to replace goods sold in the store. The kibbutz
treasurer took notice of the difference between cost and sale
prices and decided | was making a profit. He ordered me to
stop, until | explained the mechanism.

2NN 2 77207 27 D yipn 1At .nnna
XIN NN IRY 07NN NTPAN 1'NNY7 NI7VN
1200 DX 17 'MN20NY TV 2'0907 7 NN

Latin in the henhouse - 7172 N0y

| had expected to work in the furniture factory in Gesher Haziv, M'72 X LI'TN 1WA D'0'NIN Y9N TIAyY Mo
only to discover that it had closed down before our arrival in NTIAYN ™1 .1967 IR NN 197 1201 KINY
January of 1967. The works manager decided that | was needed NI71207N 7w 717) ArTInn 9INA 21T IR 07NN
in the turkey branch, so there | worked for a number of years. NTIAVY |'2N7 TWOK .01 190N M1y DwI L (ITIN
You can well imagine that such work was not particularly 1D 0N, TNIMA N'7XRIVPZ70'R NNAN NN K7 11D
intellectually stimulating, though we were in fact encouraged to DI 7T TN77 nNIR 1ITTIY nwyn?

study poultry farming.

Turkey eggs were not for eating, but rather for growing birds for NI 7IT% K7X ,N'7OR7 1TV X7 17N 720N 'va

eating. We were involved in selective breeding, so we had to NINT? D'DMX 117N D7 ,011702 71T P0Y .n'7IRY
identify the eggs from the best birds. Every turkey wore a N'TININN 75 AN 012100 NISIYNN D'¥N N
numbered saddle. She would enter a special nest that closed NN X' 190N 921X NWAY (ITIN N'7127N)
after she went in. When we collected her egg, we wrote her .NN19 NOIY INX7 M0IY TNIM |77 NO1D)

number on it. Only eggs from the best birds went to the 7V N7w 10NN NKX 112ND ,N7Y NX'AN NIX 190XYD
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hatchery.

My sanity was saved by two factors: the other workers in the
egg room and my reading. Shlomo, Chaim, Helmut and | kept
up a wonderfully satisfying level of conversation when we sat
together cleaning the eggs we'd collected. The actual collections
were a different kind of challenge. Several times a day, six days
a week, each of us would go through our assigned houses,
checking the trap nests and marking the eggs. It was mindless,
automaton work worthy of a Charlie Chaplin movie.

In order to occupy my mind, | wrote in chalk quotations on the
trap nests and walls, phrases from my reading. Often these
quotes were in Latin, German or French, since that’s what |
encountered in my reading. A walk through the several houses
where | collected eggs, would be a stroll through a survey of
classical literature. It certainly kept me from going mad. Here is
a record of an egg writing correspondence. From time to time |
would write messages on the eggs | cleaned. | received these
notes back from the madgerah (hatchery) on one occasion after
allowing myself some creative writing in Chinese.

- %ﬁ HW.J_
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: (.:ole@\ u;-\“o- o Clinese
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———— ST

Every kibbutz member did a rotation of Shabbat work once a
month or so. The turkeys did not stop laying on Shabbat, so
someone had to collect the eggs. My literary inscriptions
were for my own amusement, but on Shabbat others would
encounter them from time to time. | do not remember
reactions to my cave paintings, except by the kibbutz
librarian. For some reason this multilingually literate lady was
disturbed by my inscriptions as she did her Shabbat rounds,
and told me so.

“Outside - inside” and “Inside - outside

with us. | carried an Uzi to the turkey houses, and when |
worked in the avocado orchards. | even had a special way
of hanging it on my bike when | was checking on irrigation
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lines.

Our work day started with tea in the dining hall at 0600,
then breakfast at 0800, dinner at noon and supper at
around 1830. That meant that there were lots of weapons
in the dining hall at meal times. To minimize the danger,
the rule was that weapons should be loaded when outside,
but the magazines should be taken out whenever inside a
building. I think that was actually an army regulation.
Unfortunately some people were careless, and forgot to
take out the magazine when coming in to eat. Some even
resented being told to remove the magazine.

| decided to remind members about the danger, by
engraving a linoleum block with the silhouette of an uzi,
printing it and adding comments. Here’s a copy of the
message | put on the table when | noted a loaded weapon.
It says “Outside - inside” and “Inside - outside”. Needless to
say, this did not make me very popular.
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US Sojourn 1980 - 1985 n17m ijra

Recycling Books - n"™190 1iThn

During our five year stay in the US 80-85, most of the time | a1 ,80-852"nxa DWN wnna NI 17nna
worked at |Slas a multi-language translator and editor. One of NNX .1IY7 21 Wi 0annd S M1y
the perks was access to an amazing variety of scholarly writing. N2 7Y D' N7 NYa ANt NIRonn
Most of the doctoral theses that | read were pure bullshit, but YIPYUR I'N MIRPY 00T NITIAY 2N DTN
there were gems as well. | could not remove documents from D'NOoN X'YINY M7 X7 .09 DA I'N 7aN 1IN0
the building, but there was a sophisticated copying machine N7'DIUN DpNvn MDN DY ANY 7aN ,'Mann
there. | would copy entire books, then bind the pages Chinese D'9TN NX I TXI,0'N7W DM90 P'Nyn ‘M
style and add the recycled codex to our own library. N'"907 ITNIMNN O TIPN NX §'0INI 11'0 |11201

NhylY]

Just now | came across a 1974 publication by Stephen [2'00 7w 1974 niwn DIO19A M7PM1 I'WdY N
Kaufman “The Akkadian Influences on Aramaic”. For me, this wnn IT 1y NmaRn W NIFRD DS [NoINg
is really exciting reading, neglected for almost 40 years. N9'VY ,'19%d .M 40 VYND NNITIN ,NYAIMN AR}
Predictably, the craft paper wrapping deteriorated over the 2" X ,0IWN DY MTITN (N70n Nrfgwn) 1N
years, but the copying paper held up well. 20N YN PTNN PNV

The source book was 200 pages long, which required 100 100 vnTw nn ,0rTmy 200 [2 Nt Aipnn 1%0
copies of a two page spread. | took the copies home, folded D'ZNIYVN DX 'MNP77 .0'0NS D'TNY Y 7Y 0PNy
each one, as in a traditional Chinese book, then bound them in ,'MNION 1'0 1901 1N) ,0NN TNX 72 'M79'7 ,nnan
the same style. I'd done this with several books, and had NN DY NT NN 'N'WY .|1220 ININ2 DNIX MY TNI

made a special jig to clamp the pages, while | drilled holes [AT2,0'9TN DX PTN7 TNIM [7Nn 'N1dNI ,DM90
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through which to thread the binding cord. .N2MdN VIN DX 7'NYWNY7 DT 0NN MNTRY




Hod Hasharon 1985 - 2015 jnwa TIn

First computer - [IUX1 2WNN

Back in 1991, an announcement was made at a staff meeting of
the International Institute where | was lecturing. The Histadrut
was encouraging workers to enter the digital age, and was
subsidizing the purchase of computers. | attended an information
meeting at the federation headquarters (>»an 71) and innocently
asked where the devices were made. The knowledgeable host
lady smiled kindly and explained “No matter what the name on
the box, they’re all made on the same street in Taipei”.

(1200 7w NIX N2'WA Y TN NnoNie 1991 nivwa
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DMXI'M D710 ,N0917Nn 7V DWN Nn nwn XY"
"Norpa AN IMIKa
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SN LN

| ordered three sets of computer, monitor, keyboard, and 9 point
dot matrix printer, so we and the children could enter the
computer age. No mouse yet! When | went to the store to pick
up the equipment, | was asked if | wanted a DOS as well. Not
knowing what a DOS was, and not wanting to be taken
advantage of, | said no. Pat and | quickly discovered that we
had a machine that wouldn't do anything without a Disk
Operating System! The institute librarian gave us a copy of her
DOS.

| immediately dubbed our computer "Deep Thought" after the
one in The Hitchhiker's Guide. Savta Pat was the first to use it.
She typed a letter. | typed a letter to Netanel in the army. From
the very beginning, Savta was using the machine for practical
tasks, and | spent more time manipulating, tweaking, and getting
into trouble.

We did a lot on Deep Thought even before Windows was
available. At first everything was by command line. We had to
type a command to perform a variety of actions or
operations.The applications used to look like clip art cartoons.
When the mouse came, it helped a lot
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The system was designed to be as flexible as possible, with
both 3% and 5% floppy disk drives, but no hard drive. From
this point on, every newsletter was saved on floppy disks, and
thus began the huge collection of digital data.Shortly after we
began the digital adventure, Aaron helped us acquire a hard
drive, and a modem to connect us to the web. Our first server
was Compuserve. This was a multipurpose application that
allowed many operations including email and access to the
Internet. It was expensive though, because we had to call
through dialing on a landline phone.

Aaron also sent a floppy with some small (very small) useful
and/or amusing DOS executable programs. This was still
before Windows was available. We opened the disk on our
new computer, and saw the programs, but one item called FS
was inscrutable. Eventually we learned that it was a folder
(directory in those days) and contained the executable and
graphics for a flight simulator. All the commands had to be in
American English. Other languages came with Windows, but
that’s another story.

We obtained Windows 3.0 in English through Aaron, then we
purchased or copied (don't remember) Windows 3.0 in
Hebrew. There was no bilingual version. | learned to do a dual
boot to allow working in both languages on the same
computer. When | added Linux, | built a triple boot. Most of my
work at the International Institute of the Histadrut was in
French, but the printer was not capable of printing French. The
other lecturers printed without accents. | found a technician
who inserted a chip into the printer that added the missing
function.
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Blackboard saving - ni7a nn'nw

When | was teaching at the International Institute of the
Histadrut, there were times when | wanted to leave material on
the blackboard to continue a lesson the next day.
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The cleaning staff were very diligent, however, and they would D' I'N1,0INR ,TINA D'YNAN D120 'WIR

dutifully clean the boards at night. | was unable to NIX 1'2VN7 'MNYXN X7 .07'72 ninin DX Do
communicate the idea that it was all right to neglect cleaning a 17>' X7 DN1,DMoN NI7 NRAY X7 7702 'Y [I'van
blackboard. It was unlikely they could read French to SNANDYW NN DX 'AN7 T N'MDIND DX KN

understand what I'd written.

N0 N9 0" MAND LTIoN DX M7 91017
Finally | discovered the secret. | wrote n“a in the upper right YITP INWNY ATA N0 0N NN 79 narun
corner of the board. They understood from that, that ANIX PINNY IT'YR K91 DY AN
something sacred was there, and did not dare erase it.

Black white - 2% NInw

Sometimes | worked as a teacher in Africa. | was once in NITA2 'M*N DY .NZ"I9X NIND 'MTAY DNy?
eastern Congo Kinshasa in a town called Bukavu. There is stilla  yy 710'® [Ty ¥' .12 j412 DW2A "'y 0 0 W' A
wooden sculpture in the house that | brought from there. After a (M7 'MATN NN DI' DX .DWN 'MNANY DA
day in class | returned to the small hotel with a local friend. It .YIn2 qwIni 077 122 ' Aipn Jan oy jupn
was already night and dark outside. Suddenly there was a [0 ['777702 DAl 7AWN NZODN NN'N DIXND
power outage and it became dark in the hotel lounge as well. Avn nuw

| saw nothing, but suddenly | heard cheerful laughter. The 72NN .TY RINX 'MynY YNsY 7ax ,017 MR X7
friend caught me and while continuing to laugh said 'Do you ?0RN NNKR" KR ZINX? 1'wnn TIval 'MIK 09N
see? In the dark, even the whites are black!" And everyone Izny 0701"'DMINY 01aYn DA (wina

laughed.



Mom’s Demonstration - XnX 7w n1aosnn

| grew up in a traditional patriarchal family, but during WWII,
Pop was a soldier in Asia, and Mom was independent and
working herself to provide for our little family. As soon as Pop
returned, however, she resumed her housewifely role. The
church said the wife was the heart of the family, and the
husband was the head! The wife’s duty was to serve and obey
her husband. | wasn’t much aware of this relationship until |
got to school and the nuns taught it as the will of God.

As | matured, so did my sensitivity to social inequalities. My
mother’s servility became increasingly disquieting, though she
accepted it as natural, and there was not much | could say to
dissuade her, though I often tried.
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Many years later, after our own family had lived in the
egalitarian kibbutz society, | made a visit to the States. Pop
was invalided, so Mom was driving the family car and was
active as a service provider for the local church. Pop, however,
did not allow her to cross a major highway bordering the town.
She told me about a demonstration in nearby Collingswood. |
did not support the cause, but | was very pleased that my
mother wanted to take part. | drove her to the site and sat in
the car while she exercised her civil rights and supported her
cause. In the picture, she is talking to the priest.

| am so proud of my Mom!
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Kehilat Yonatan - jmarr n'7'nj?

A couple of years after we arrived in Hod Hasharon, Savta and
Micky met while handing out Ratz political information in front of
our local supermarket. At the time, | was abroad on an itinerant
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lecture tour in Africa. Miki was the rabbi of a newly formed Reform 7¥ NN N PM .NPMI9RA TTI NIRYIN Yona

congregation in Raanana. When | returned home, we went there
to investigate our new friend’s project. The group metin a
Na’'amat hall, and was still small enough to sit in a semicircle. But
it grew quickly. Savta and | assisted in the congregation
newsletter, and | constructed an internet site. Clearly, this was a
successful project, and soon we began to dream of a proper
building.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ratz_(political_party)
https://naamat.org.il/english/
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A8%D7%A6
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A8%D7%A6

Rabbi Micky replied: Thank you for the heartwarming words! You
forgot to mention that you and Pat would take the siddurim
(prayer books) home when the covers were torn, and you would
mend them. | did not forget!

Micky Boyden, our rabbi and founding member, traveled around
the country and the world, collecting donations for the building
fund. The congregation intended to name the new synagogue
after Micky’s son, Yonatan, who had been killed in action. A very
sizable donation, which enabled the completion of the building,
came with a price tag ... naming the synagogue after the doner.
The issue divided the congregation, and Micky was deeply hurt by
the debate and conclusion. Eventually, some members followed
Micky to Hod Hasharon, where Kehilat Yonatan was founded.
Savta and | were in that group.

For many years, we met in a high school auditorium for Shabbat
services and holiday ceremonies, as well as rites of passage like
bar/bat mitzvahs and weddings. The congregation grew and
consolidated. We were good friends with Micky and Sarah, and
were active members in Congregation Yonatan when we lived in
Hod Hasharon.

We were members of the congregation until 2015 when we
moved to Karmiel, but we never severed our emotional ties with
Micky, Sarah and Kehilat Yonatan. We even managed a few visits
when Shelly and Marv were in town and we could overnight with
them in Kfar Sabba. Of course, a new building fund has been
financing a new synagogue. Here is an artist’s concept of the
completed building.
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We managed to contribute to the fund though we were no
longer members. During the Corona pandemic, Micky set up a
Zoom connection so congregants could participate in Shabbat
prayers. It’s still functioning and we often set up a computer in
the living room, so we can join in. Micky continues to be a dear
friend, and comrade in arms in the struggle for a just society.

.0"MAaN NN X7 20W NN 7 byn DNNY nN7¥n
"D DIT 7W 112N NN'En P L,NINIEN N9'an Noipna
["TY DT .NAWN NI7'9N2 9NNUNY7 1721 n'7'nzn Naw
7D ,[1702 2WNN DTON 1INIX NN DNMY71 TPONN

72N1 P 12N DY 'wnn m .9aoxn? 'nny
pPTIX NNAN (Yn? parna el



Sabba Rick's Sites - ' 20 7w D'anxn

In this section is a collection of sites | have made. | give credit to
my beloved brother Mike for having set me on the path of
learning html coding and even providing the first online location,
at his Pickeringonline site. He provided me with the software to
get started, as well as my first digital camera, and laptop. | am
very proud of the content and form of the sites, but none of this
would have been possible without Mike's assistance and
guidance. The yearly listings represent both replacement sites,
as well as additional projects running simultaneously.

1998 Tutorial for Reform Movement sites, Pickering East,
Family Circle which was to be a family site to integrate access to
family in the US and in Israel. There was no interest on the west
side of the puddle, Raanan Congregation

2000 Raanan Congregation. This was actually the world's first
bilingual Reform website! At this time the Israeli Reform
Movement site was still only in English! The available code was
still ascii and did not yet support Hebrew input. All the Hebrew
text therefore was graphics.

2004 Hanadari Heritage Collection evolved into Family Circle
and was the forerunner of Memorabilia, but it was still small
enough to be online.

2009 A multilingual international education site with various
goals and elements, which included the English Center
eventually developed into an independent site, operated by
Michelle.

2011 Spark An attempt to incite the masses to revolution. The
name is that of Lenin's historic leaflets.

2012 Kehila This was online as an independent site many years
before the content was updated and incorporated into Hanadari
Happenings. Tikun Olam The Resources material here was
originally on a site providing development instructions to
graduates of the Histadrut International Institute. As
Development Resources, it was listed on the International
Cooperative Alliance site.

2017 Hanadari Happenings reports of family events, but it also
contained many features | used to encourage the search for
justice and critical thinking.

2023 finita la commedia

All of the above sites are saved in a compressed format, as well
as others that developed along the way.
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Languages at the International Institute - mix72'an |1Dna NISY

When we came back to Israel in 1985, | found work as a
lecturer at the International Institute of the Histadrut. This was
an educational center for activists from developing countries
around the world. We taught all sorts of subjects having to do
with economic and social development and the role of worker
organizations such as cooperatives and trade unions. Courses
were in English, French or Spanish. | taught in French and
English. | often traveled abroad to provide courses in the
students’ home countries.

Naturally, the Histadrut Institute always insisted that students
know the language in which a particular course was taught.
Once in a while people slipped through the net. After all, we
were teaching in the colonial languages, and not everyone in a
particular area necessarily spoke a European language. They
were often multilingual, however. In Africa, most children
already spoke three or four languages. They may have spoken
an international language, like French. They also spoke a
national language, a tribal language and also a local dialect in
the village.

Colonial policy was often to derive profits from monocultures
like coffee, bananas or cocoa, at the expense of sustenance
crops. | remember teaching how to diversify by means of
agricultural planning in a remote African village, when the
students alerted me to the fact that one of them didn’t speak
French. After a bit of confusion, lots of gesturing and multiple
translations, we made it through the material.

Once, back in Tel Aviv, there was a student who spoke only
Chinese. He came to my office, and somehow | managed to
communicate with him, using my rudimentary Chinese. This
made the student very happy. Afterwards, my colleague in the
next office commented that he hadn't understood a word of our
conversation, but he was very impressed. Generally, at home
or abroad, people are pleased when the effort is made to
speak their language, no matter how many errors are made.
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Karmiel 2015 - 2024 'x%'n1>

The Two-Key Tradition - ninnsnn v 7w niionn

Do you remember the suspense films where two people stand
before a sophisticated control panel, each holding a key, and
they must insert the keys simultaneously in order to prevent a
disaster? In Hod Hasharon, the door to our apartment had two
locks. Savta and | would draw our keys together and insert
them in the locks simultaneously in honor of those suspense
films. We always did this. It was a permanent custom. How
sad to discover that the door to our apartment in Karmiel has
but one lock.
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Understanding Gestures - niinn N1an

We express ourselves differently in different languages.
There’s no nx in English, and no a in Hebrew. Sometimes

words in the same language have different meanings when the

language is spoken in different places. “Pudding” does not
mean the same thing in the UK and in the US. Gestures too
have different meanings in different cultures. Raising the
thumb meant asking for a ride in my childhood, but when |
came to Israel | discovered that pointing my index finger was
the proper gesture. Nowadays we all seem to have the high

five gesture, which would have meant nothing to me as a child.

The other day, Baha and | made the bed together. | shook her
hand as a symbol of our having completed a task together
successfully. She said “Now, we have made peace”. | was
perplexed by that comment, until, upon reflection, | realized
that the gesture of shaking hands has a different meaning in
her culture than in mine. | shake hands as a greeting, or as a
sign of mutual accomplishment, or as an agreement on a plan
of action. For Baha it is a sign that a disagreement has been
ended and there is peace.
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